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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Set along theeast side of theSouth Fork of theNew River, the Wlliam
Vaver House owes it s present appearance tothree principal dates of construction -
ca. 1848, ca. 1890, and ca. 1895. The house, built as theseat of t he Waver
farm on | ands acquired i n1845 began as an "L" plan with a two-story main bl ock
and a one-story ell of frame constructionclad i n weatherboards and set ona full
stone foundation. Additions of ca. 1890 and ca. 1895 extended t heell and raised
it toafull twostories. Porches areon thesouth, east and west elevations.
Mnor additionswere nade i nthis century. Al |l later constructionrespectedt he
integrity of thebuilding fabric which preceded it, establishing a continuity of
material and farm workmanship. The conpl ementing outbuildingsof | og and frane
construction also range i ndate of constructionfromca. 1850t oca. 1940. A
famly cemetery, onahilltop t othesoutheast of thehouse, includes t he graves
of thebuilder, WIliamWaver, and his descendants.

In about 1848 W I|iamWaver built thefirst house onthesite. The nain
block, twostories under a gable roof of sheet metal, has a three-bay front (south)
el evation, and two bays, per story, on both east and west elevations. The front
el evation has flush, horizontal sheathing with wider boards onthefirst floor than
on thesecond. The other elevationsandtheell arecovered with |apped weatherboards.
The original one-story rear el | i sone baywi de and three deep on the west elevation
which forms a continuous surface with the west elevation of the main block. A common
bond brick exterior end chimey with corbel ed weatherings stands at t heeast gable
end. A second brick chimey (nowrehuilt t oacconmobdatet hesecond story) stood at
the gable end of thekitchenell. The present two-story shed-roof porch, areplace-
nment for anearlier porch, dates from about 1895.

The center bay, on both stories, onthesouth front of the main block has doors
of three-panel construction(simlar tothose at t henearby Samuel CGox House).
Each door has a wi de horizontal panel across thebottom  The wi ndows throughout
have six-over-six sash. The front wi ndows and those flanking thechimey on t he
first floor have frosted stencil decorations. A central quatrefoil design divides
each pane into four equal parts each of which contains a stylized bunch of grapes.
The front wi ndow and door surrounds at thefirst level areplain unnolded boards
with straight lintels. At thesecond level theaprons beneath thesills have a
symmetrical curvilinear outline. The wi ndow surrounds of thegable ends and of t he
ell arealso plain unnol ded boards whose |intels have broadly clipped corners.

In about 1890 an addition containinga kitchen and pantry was added by Andrew

Veaver at thenorth end of theell, andtheformer kitchen became a dining room A
shed-roof porch supported on square posts was fitted into the"L" plan. |t extends
across thenorth elevation of the main block and down t he east side of theell, ter-

mnating at theprojecting pantry.

In about 1895theell was raised totwostories and covered by a gable roof
through which therebuilt center chimey rises at theridge line. A one-story,
shed-roof porch supported on sinply nodel ed posts was attached t ot he west (river)
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side of theell. Later i nthis century, part of this porch was included i ntheplan

of a new shed-roof kitchen west of theold kitchen. Adjacent tothelast addition
a bathroom was constructed ca. 1945 of cinder block. The surrounds on these |ater
additions aresinply nol ded.

Al'so i nabout 1895, t hepresent five-bay, two-story front porch was built.
The first floor porch i ssupported by chanfered posts with robust scrolling brackets
whi ch ar e connected by spandrels with fleur-de-1is pendants. The bal ustrade has beens
removed. At t hesecond floor level, which retains traces of theoriginal color scheme
of white, blue and chartreuse, theposts arenondeled i na |yre-shape above t he hand-
rail of thebalustrade. The balustrade, simlar tomany i nt hearea, i sconstructed
of thin panels of ovals and circles giving an inmpression of reticulation. Repai nt ed
on thefront, thebalustrade has theoriginal chartreuse paint ontheback. The
brackets aremuch simpler, having a three-part fan design. They ar e connected by a
dentil-form spandrel which retains itsoriginal 1895 col or schene. At thesecond
level, theporch floor i slower than thecorresponding interior second floor; therefore,
the door i sfronted by a set of three steps, therisers of which retain the original
magenta paint.

The interior of theoriginal sectionhas a tworoomplan with thefireplace
in thelarger (east) room The mantel retains itsoriginal stained and grained
finish; thedoors here aresimlarly stained and grained. |t i srelatively plain
with theopening flanked by nol ded boards with applied pilasters supportingthe
frieze board which i s decorated with octagons, triangles and squares i n asjnmetrical
di sposition. The wi ndow and door surrounds throughout theinterior aregenerally
plain unnol ded boards, either of post and linfel constructionor with mtered corners.
Soretines a bead or sinple band molding i s used. The doors throughout t hehouse have
a variety of forms, two panel, three panel, four panel and five panel — al | carpenter-
made and pegged. Often each room has several types. The interiors arefinished with
flush horizontal sheathing, nost of which has now been wal | papered. The enclosed
stair rises i nthe west roomof the main section. The three-panel stair door has
dark curly maple graining. Later, thepanels were outlined inblue. @ thesecond
floor, thetopof thestair i scordoned off by a lattice-like railing formed of
diagonal ly-set menbers. The newel i sshort and thick with a sinmple but heavily
mol ded cap. The second floor plan i sidentical tothat of thefirst floor.

The farm s outbuildingsinclude:
1. A story-and-a-half | og granary with corn crib of crude half-dovetail construction
covered by a gable roof.
2. A franme neat house clad i n weatherboards and covered by a wood shingle roof which
projects beyond t hegable front.
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A small "V' notch log building, now a chicken house.

Two shed-roof storage buildings.

A large shed-roof barn covered with vertical sheathing.

. The ruins of a log barn ca. 1850, which was thefirst outbuilding erected on
the farm

The family cemetery i swell maintained with a grass cover enclosed by a wire fence.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The W Iliam Waver House andFarmi s aninmportant exanple of continued one-famly
ownership of a farnstead i nt heNewRiver Valley: thethree generations of Weaver
ownership span 130 years. [Itsrich bottom lands stretch for just over amile along
the South Fork of theNewRiver. WIIliam Waver (1787-1876) bought this property i n
1845. A fewyears later hebuilt t hehouse which his son, AndrewJ. Waver (1843-
1932) enlarged andornanented near theendof thel9th century. Fortunately, the
several stages of additions respected thepreceding building fabric. [Important to
the character of thefarmareitsoutbuildings which variously date from each
generation of ownership. WIliam Waver andhis descendants areburiedi na famly
cemetery southeast of t hehouse.

According tolocal tradition, apart of t heWaver House near Peden i n
Al l eghany County was built about 1848 by W I Iliam Waver when Al |l eghany was still
a part of Ashe County. Records for Ashe andAlleghany counties are sparse and
not toorevealing, but certain facts tend tosubstantiate thetradition.

W Iliam Weaver (1787-1876) purchased a 125acre tract from Meredith Ballou
on January 27, 1845 for t he sumof $40.00. Theproperty lay on"the waters of
the north fork of NewRiver" andbordered |ands owned by Leonard Ballou and E
Weaver. (Frequentlyi nearly deeds t henorthernmost stretches of both theNorth
and South Forks of theNewRiver were referred toas "the North Fork." This accounts
for theappearance of "north fork" i nthedeed description, though theland borders
what i snowt he South Fork.) Weaver di d not appear i nt he 1840 census i n Ashe County,
but lived inLaurel Springs before he purchased his tract andbuilt on it.

Waver was i n Ashe County by 1850 when hewas |isted as a farmer with aproperty
valuation of $1,000. Thevaluation was unchanged i n1860, which suggests that t he
house ont heproperty was constructed between 1840 and 1850. Nb precise datecan
be determned fromexisting records, but thetraditional date of ca. 1848 appears
to be acceptable.

Wlliam Weaver, 63, andhis wife Sarah (also known as Sallie), 50, hadtwo sons
living at home i n1850, W lliam nine, and Andrew, seven.

VWeaver signed hiswill with amrk. Thedocument waswritten on February 27,
1869, when Waver was 82 years ol d; hewastolive another eight years. His first
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request was t obe buried at hi sresidence, but he allowed hiswife andfriendsto
determne thelocation of hisgrave. Al |l earthly goods were bequeathed t ohi swife
and youngest son, Andrew J. Weaver, with thestipulation that Andrew was t ohave
full possession of al | land upon twoconditions. Andrew was t osupport hi snother
and provide space for her i nhishone "during her natural life or w dowhood."
Secondly, Andrew was t ogive t oAllis (Alice) Waver, WIlliam s granddaughter, "a
horse, beast or other property valued at $100" upon arrival at age 21 or when
married.

Andrew (1843-1932) apparently complied with theterns of the will because he
becane t he second owner of t hetract i nPrather's Creek Township. Andrew seenst o
have stayed honme and t ohave taken care of hi sparents until Wlliam s deathi n
1876. About that time he married Cordelia (Delia) whose mai den nane was nhot
uncovered. They set up housekeepingi nthefamly honestead and by 1880 had two
children, John, age three, and Maud, age si x nmonths. Also living i nthe household
were Andrew s nother Sarah (asper theconditions of Wlliams will) and hi s
niece Alice, then 19. A sonFred G Waver was born t oAndrew and Delia on 26
Novenber 1886.

O Decenber 18, 1923 Andrew and Del i a Waver issued a gift toFred for love
and affection and $50. The |and contained t hehomeplace and 72 1/3 acres. Andrew
reserved tohimself andhiswife alife estate, and Fred was t oreceive the property
free and clear only i f he paid thetaxes ontheland, lived on thepremses, main-
tained t hehouse and grounds, and agreed t otake care of hi s parents as |ong as
they lived. Apparently Fred Waver fulfilled theconditions of ownership, for he
now owns and lives i nthefamily honestead on t hebanks of t he New River which he
has expanded t oover 200 acres.
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
Departnnent of Cultural Resources
Raleigh 27611

James E. Holshouser, Jr.

Governor
Division of Archives and History
Grace J. Rohrer Larry E. Tisei*ti)irector
Secretary

July 7, 1976

Dr. WlliamJ. Mirtagh

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

18th and C Streets, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

V& areenclosing anomnation for theWIlliamWaver House i n Alleghany
County, North Carolina, tobe entered i ntheNational Register of Historic
Pl aces.

Vé trust youwill find this nomnation i norder. | fthere are any
questions, please call us.

Sincerely yours,

Larry E Tise
State Historic Preservation Officer

Encl osures
cc: Hon. Robert Mborgan

Hon. Jesse Hel ns
Hon. Stephen L. Neal
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